
Abbeygate Sixth Form College A Level Preparatory Work 

Film Studies Summer Tasks 2021 

It is expected that you will complete all of the tasks listed below in preparation for A Level 

Film Studies. All links should be accessible through the ‘Summer Work’ section of the 

Abbeygate website. Completed tasks should be printed (where relevant) and filed in your 

subject folder, which should be brought to every Film Studies lesson.  

1. Auteur Research Task: 

Choose any ONE of these film directors: 

1) Bong Joon-ho 

2) Jordan Peele 

3) Wes Anderson 

4) Steve McQueen 

5) Terence Malick 

6) Ava DuVernay 

7) Chloe Zhao 

8) Kathryn Bigelow 

9) Wong Kar-Wai 

10) Michael Haneke

Research what the signature features of your chosen director’s films are – in other words, 

which elements make their films recognisably theirs? (Also called auteur theory). Present 

this visually on a single page e.g. a collage or poster with examples of the signature features 

clearly labelled. You will need to bring a printed colour copy of this to your first Film Studies 

lesson with Christine. 

2. Key Elements of Film Form Task – MISE-EN-SCENE 

Look closely at every detail visible in this shot: the location, props, hair, make-up, costume 

and positioning of subjects and objects. 

 

Paste the above image onto a separate page and annotate it to explain what effects are 

created from the details you can see. What conclusions would a spectator reach about the 

character and their situation based on the visual clues?  
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3. Key Elements of Film Form Task – CINEMATOGRAPHY.  

Watch this video on shot sizes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyML8xuKfoc&t=1s 

then take your own photos which depict the 9 key shot sizes covered: 

 
Upload your photos to a Word document (or equivalent) then label each shot type 

and explain why it might be used – what is the effect created?  

You will need this for your first production practice lesson.  

 

4. Key Elements of Film Form Task – EDITING 

Watch this video explaining cuts and transitions 

used in film editing: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAH0MoAv2CI 

Write definitions of each of the editing techniques discussed: 

- Cut 

- Cutting on action 

- Cutaway 

- Cross-cut 

- Jump cut 

- Match cut 

- Fade 

- Dissolve 

- Smash cut 

- Iris 

- Wipe 

- Invisible cut 

- Whip pan 

- L-cut 

- J-cut 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyML8xuKfoc&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAH0MoAv2CI
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5. Key Elements of Film Form Task – SOUND  

First watch this video on foley: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UO3N_PRIgX0  

Then watch this film sequence with all sound removed: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phSIqvUzJfU&list=PLix23r7ZHlTA41WngYE-8-

nC8gsZ4SWBq&index=3 Write a paragraph describing all the sound you would add to 

the film to bring it to life. Be specific, giving consideration to music, dialogue, 

ambient sound (the natural sounds of the scene e.g. birds chirping) and foley (sound 

effects added). Use the separate music guidance sheet to help you. 

 

6. Inspiration for Production Work Task: 

Gather items for your own ‘creative box’ (note this is not a literal box!): 

 
File the items you have collected in your Film Studies subject folder. You will need to 

discuss one of these items in your first Film Studies lesson with Christine at 

Abbeygate, and use it to help devise a story for a new film idea. 

 

7. Preparation for Study Tasks: 

i) Buy an A4 lever arch file. Label it ‘Film Studies’ and write your name 

somewhere on it 

ii) Buy a set of folder dividers (the extra-wide ones are particularly good 

as they don’t get obscured behind plastic wallets) 

iii) Make sure you have a pad of A4 lined paper (hole punched and with a 

margin) where you can write your lesson notes and file them neatly 

and easily in your folder 

 

If you have any questions about the above tasks, require any guidance or feedback, or want 

to ask for more work then please email Christine Norton-Berry:  

christine.norton-berry@abbeygatesfcs.ac.uk 
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