
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Passport Work 

Task 1 

Complete the baseline learning booklet.  

The tasks marked with a * are compulsory 

and must be completed.   

These tasks cover skills and content that 
will be assessed in your baseline 
assessment in the first few weeks of 
College in September.  

It will also help to familiarise you with key 
terms and concepts that will help you to 
complete task 2 and 3.   

If you did not receive a paper copy of the 
baseline learning booklet during the taster 
day in June, they are also available from 
the college website on Moodle. 

 

 

Psychology 

A-level 

Hello, and welcome to the beginning of you’re A-
Level journey here at Abbeygate Sixth Form 
College.What we study 

We study 4 different approaches in Year 1; 

1. Social psychology & the ‘shocking’ work of 
Prof. Stanley Milgram on obedience 

2. Cognitive psychology & the work of leading 
Cognitivists such as Prof. Alan Baddeley 

3. Biological psychology & the study of the 
brain, hormones, evolution & a bit of Freud! 

4. Learning Theories; Pavlov’s famous dogs, 
Skinner’s superstitious pigeons and 
Bandura’s Bobo Doll 

In Year 2, we study the topics of; 

1. Criminological psychology & the psyche of 
serial killers 

2. Clinical psychology with a focus on 
Schizophrenia and either depression, 
Anorexia or OCD 

We also study research methods and link each 
topic to issues and debates within psychology 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2:  

Write a response to address the following essay question: 

Assess the Strengths and Limitations of Using Experiments in Psychology 

Must include  

 A brief introduction explaining what experiments are and how they 

are used in psychology 

 At least one paragraph explaining the strengths of experiments in  

psychology 

 At least one paragraph explaining the limitations of experiments in  

psychology 

 At least 5 of the key words/concepts below in the key terms table 

Should include 

 A balanced conclusion 

 No more than 500 words total (typed/handwritten) 

Could include  

 Considerations of different types of validity (internal and/or external 

validity including ecological validity) 

 Comparison of the strengths and limitations of the different types 

of experiments (lab/field) 

 Examples from your research task (task 3) to illustrate the points 

you are making 

How to plan your response 

Before you write your essay it's important to analyse 

the task and understand exactly what the essay 

question is asking.  

Next conduct preliminary reading. At this stage you 

should at least have a general 'gist' of the 

information. 

After reading, plan a response to the task. This plan 

could be in the form of a mind map (see below)or  a 

summary table (see next page).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After writing your plan conduct supplementary 

reading and refine your plan and make it more 

detailed. 

It is tempting to skip these preliminary steps and just 

write the first draft while reading at the same time. 

However, reading and planning will make the essay 

writing process easier, quicker, and ensure a higher 

quality essay is produced. 

 

 



 

 

  Planning Tips Continued 

Here are some examples of tasks/structure that might help you with your planning  

N.B. You might need more room than is available on this sheet! Copy into your 

own notes so that you have enough space to develop your points 

1. Define Key Words 

 

Key Terms/Concepts Definition To Include? 

Experiment  Yes! In Intro 

Lab Experiment   

Field Experiment   

Independent Variable   

Dependent Variable   

Aim   

Hypothesis   

Standardised Procedures   

Validity   

Reliability   

Control   

Extraneous variables   

Demand characteristics   

Ethical Issues   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Organise strengths and limitations 

 

Strengths of Experiments Limitations of Experiments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

3. Writing a conclusion: 

Ideally the conclusion should summarize the key themes / 

arguments of your essay.  

Don't include new information / arguments (only information 

discussed in the main body of the essay). 

If you are unsure of what to write read the essay question and 

answer it in one paragraph. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3 

Conduct some research into one of the following studies from the 

social psychology topic  

Create a summary of the research 

 Milgram’ Study of Obedience  (1963)  

o https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-

ao1.html 

o https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-

ao3.html  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCVlI-_4GZQ 

 

 

 

 

 Zimbardo’s Stanford Prison Experiment (1973) 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KND_bBDE8R

Q 

o https://www.prisonexp.org/the-story 

 

 

 

Creating the Summary  

To write a good summary, identify what information is important and 

condense that information for your reader. The better you understand a 

subject, the easier it is to explain it thoroughly and briefly.  

• State the research question and explain why it is interesting.  

• State the hypotheses tested.  

• Briefly describe the methods (design, participants, materials, procedure, 

what was manipulated [independent variables], what was measured 

[dependent variables]. 

• Describe the results 

• Explain the conclusions/ key implications of the results.  

 

Your summary should be 1 side of A4, written or typed 

 Mind-map/spider diagram 

 Table 

 Bullet points 

 Poster 

 Cartoon/stickman diagram with annotation (notes explaining what is 

happening) 

 

 

Bring these tasks, including your baseline learning booklets to your first 

psychology lessons in September! 

 

We also encourage you to explore areas of psychology that you find 

interesting 

There is a comprehensive list of psychology media links to documentaries, 

TED talks, books and films available on the via the college website on moodle 

 

https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-ao1.html
https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-ao1.html
https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-ao3.html
https://www.psychologywizard.net/milgram-ao3.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCVlI-_4GZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KND_bBDE8RQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KND_bBDE8RQ
https://www.prisonexp.org/the-story

