
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Drama & 
Theatre  
Hello, my name is Jonathan and I am 
the Drama teacher at Abbeygate. I’m 
looking forward to getting to know 
you better in September and 
beginning the A Level journey with 
you.  

What we study 
OCR Level 3 Advanced GCE in Drama & 
Theatre (H459). The specification can be 
found online – make sure you select A Level 
rather than AS Level.  
The course has four components, covering 
the skills of:  
• Researching drama practitioners and 
applying their techniques in your own 
practice  

• Making and performing devised drama, and 
evaluating this process  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Interpreting and performing scripted drama  

• Analysing and evaluating drama texts and 
performances seen as an audience  

• Working as an actor, director and designer.  
 
The course includes ‘non-exam assessment’ 
(coursework) alongside traditional examinations; 
whilst we often explore ideas practically, 30% of the 
assessment is practical and 70% is written, usually in 
the form of short and long essay-style responses.  

  



 

 

 b. Whose performance stood out to you as particularly 
good? Give examples of one or two key moments and 
explain why you admired them. Consider vocal and 
physical performance skills.  
c. How did the director use set, props, costume, light and 
sound to engage the audience? Give examples and try to 
be descriptive.  

d. What was your overall reaction to the performance and 
why did you feel this way?  
 
You should write around two sides of A4. You will share 
this work with another student and give peer feedback 
during the Induction phase of the course.  
Task 2 – Performing theatre  
Choose a monologue from a Shakespeare play – these are 
available for free at www.opensourceshakespeare.org – 
the website 
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/#shakespeare
-header sets out the text with a modern translation side-
by-side, which might be helpful in understanding the text. 
It is best to choose a monologue spoken by a character 
that you understand and can connect with. Your 
monologue should last around two minutes when 
performed.  
a. Research the character you are playing. You need to 
know the story of the complete play and how your chosen 
character fits into this, particularly the moment at which 
they are speaking your chosen monologue.  

b. Learn the monologue and rehearse a performance of 
it to share with the class during the Induction phase. BBC 
Bitesize has some tips for rehearsing a role: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc8tgk7/revision/
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Summer work 
Below, you will find three pieces of work that I need you to complete during 
the summer. You will bring this completed work with you when you start the 
course at Abbeygate in September. This work is useful to you because it will 
give you a flavour of the kind of work you will be asked to do on the A Level 
course. It also helps me understand the level you are working at and how best 
to help you make progress. We will use the summer work you have completed 
in lessons during the Induction phase.  
 
If you need any further guidance on this work, feel free to email me: 
jonathan.lodge@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk  
 
Task 1 – Writing about theatrical performance  
Go to Globe Player https://globeplayer.tv/ and watch one of the productions 
(you will need to pay a small fee to rent or buy the production). Write a review 
of the production, to cover: 
a. What do you think the director’s aims for the production were and how 
might it have connected with what was going on in the world at the time it was 
performed? (reading professional reviews of the production can help with this 
– the Guardian content is free and easily searchable on the internet)  

 

 



 

 

 
 

Task 3 – Researching Theatre  
Get hold of a copy of Aleks Sierz and Lia Ghilardi’s book The Time Traveller’s 
Guide to British Theatre: The First Four Hundred Years (ISBN: 978-78319-208-3) 
– you’ll find this second hand online to keep the cost down. This book divides 
the history of theatre into eight eras, each addressed in its own chapter. 
Choose one era and read the chapter addressing it. As you read, take notes in 
any form you like (bullet points, mind-map etc) on what theatre was like during 
that era: the plays, the performance style, the place of theatre within society, 
the audiences, etc. Your notes shouldn’t be more than two A4 pages or one A3 
page. You will discuss your notes with other students in class during 
Induction. You may find it helpful to focus on Elizabethan or Jacobean theatre, 
or Victorian or Edwardian theatre, as we will visit these eras again later in the 
course.  
 
These tasks will help you prepare for the demands of the A Level course, both 
in terms of what you know and the skills you need to be able to practice. As 
someone who is interested in specialising in Drama at A Level, I hope they are 
also fun and interesting to you!  
 
Have fun with them and I look forward to seeing what you’ve come up with in 
September.  
Best wishes,  
Jonathan  
Jonathan.lodge@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


