
 

 

 

 

 

 

English 
Literature  
Well done for your educational journey so 
far and welcome to your next stage at 
Abbeygate Sixth Form College.  We hope 
that you will enjoy the English Literature A 
level course over the next two years, 
whether you plan to pursue the subject 
beyond college or see it as part of your next 
steps to other career or educational 
opportunities.   
We’ve put together some activities to 
begin giving you a flavour of the skills and 
content that will feed into your course of 
study.  If you are interested in looking up 
the specification we follow, here’s the link 
you can use to find the AQA details. 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as
-and-a-level/english-literature-a-7711-7712  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In summary, there are three elements to the course 
which come under the headings of Love through the 
Ages, Texts in Shared Contexts and then an 
independent critical study for coursework.  The texts 
covered range from Shakespeare through to modern 
drama, pre-1900 fiction to 20th century novels and 
pre-1900 poetry to poetry from 21st century. 
We’ve put together a range of tasks we would like 
you to complete over the summer which begin to 
represent the skills and content you will be 
developing over your A level studies.    
Good luck and enjoy the summer.  Look forward to 
seeing you in September.   

 
Jane, Kirsty, Natalie 
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 Poetry 
1. Find a poem written by a poet from the literary 

canon.   
Prepare to present the reasons for your choice either 
using structured notes, a powerpoint, a movie, a mind 
map, a poster or any other form of representation of 
the poem.  (If you’re not sure what is meant by the 
literary canon, look it up; there’s some interesting 
debate around it.)  some suggestions for poets might 
be: William Wordsworth, John Keats, Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Christina Rossetti, 
William Blake, Sylvia Plath, Seamus Heaney, Phillip 
Larkin, Gillian Clarke, Carol Ann Duffy but there are 
loads more you could use. 

Prose 
2. Read at least two novels and keep a blog of your reading.  

Aim to read: 
a) a prize-winning novel,  

You can find lists of prize-wining novels by searching 
in Google or using the links below: 
The Booker Prizes | The leading literary award 
Welcome - Costa Book Awards | Costa Coffee 
Women's Prize for Fiction The Women’s Prize for 
Fiction 2021 (womensprizeforfiction.co.uk) 
The Daggers — The Crime Writers' Association 
(thecwa.co.uk) 
Wellcome Book Prize | 
The James Tait Black Prizes | The University of 
Edinburgh 
To help you make your choice use Amazon’s ‘Look 
Inside’ to dip into some first pages.  Search online for 
reviews (The Guardian, New York Times, Independent, 
www.goodreads.com are all good places to find 
interesting reviews) 
Choose a book, read it and enjoy it. 

 

 

Summer work 
Please complete all three tasks and bring what you have created to your first 
English Literature lesson in September.  

Shakespeare 
3. Why do we still study Shakespeare in schools?   

You will almost certainly have studied at least a couple of Shakespeare 
plays in school already and you will tackle another one on this course 
(Othello).   
 
Why is he still seen as so important?   
Conduct some research of your own and look at how his work has been so 
influential over time in other writers’ poetry, painting, music and art and is 
still important today.  Look at Shakespeare’s impact on language today – 
vocabulary, idioms, insults and imagery.   
Produce a poster, power point, mind-map or structured notes to tackle 
this task. 
 
As you probably know, Shakespeare also wrote sonnets. 
What is a Shakespearean sonnet?  Select one of Shakespeare’s sonnets 
and write a modern response to it making use of the structural style of 
the sonnet. 

 

 

https://thebookerprizes.com/
https://www.costa.co.uk/behind-the-beans/costa-book-awards/welcome
https://www.womensprizeforfiction.co.uk/
https://www.womensprizeforfiction.co.uk/
https://thecwa.co.uk/the-daggers
https://thecwa.co.uk/the-daggers
https://wellcomebookprize.org/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/events/james-tait-black
https://www.ed.ac.uk/events/james-tait-black
http://www.goodreads.com/


 

 

 Reading and Research Links 
Thomas Hardy – Tess of the D’Urberville’s, Far from the Madding 
Crowd, The Mayor of Casterbridge or any other 
Charles Dickens - Great Expectations, David Copperfield, Oliver Twist 
or any other 
Jane Austen – Emma, Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, 
Northanger Abbey 
Charlotte Bronte – Jane Eyre or any other 
Emily Bronte – Wuthering Heights 
George Eliot – Middlemarch or any other 
Scott Fitzgerald – Great Gatsby, Tender is the Night 
Graham Greene – Brighton Rock, The End of the Affair or any other 
Evelyn Waugh – Brideshead Revisited or any other 
Donna Tartt – The Goldfinch, Secret History, Little Friend 
Joseph Heller – Catch 22 
J D Salinger – Catcher in the Rye 
William Golding - Lord of the Flies 
George Orwell – Animal Farm, 1984 
Aldous Huxley – Brave New World 
Angela Carter – Bloody Chamber, Nights at the Circus or any other 
William Boyd – Ice Cream Wars, Any Human Heart, A Good Man in 
Africa or any other 
Sebastian Faulks – Bird song or any other 
Pat Barker – Regeneration 
Alice Walker – The Color Purple 
Ian Mc Ewan – Enduring Love, Child in Time or any other 
Iain Banks – The Wasp Factory or any other 
Margaret Atwood – Cats Eye, Blind Assassin, Alias Grace 
Julian Barnes – A sense of an ending or any other 
E.M Forster – A Passage to India or any other 
Sebastian Barry – A Secret Scripture or any other 
Maggie O’Farrell – Hamnet or any other 
Kazuao Ishiguro – The Remains of the Day, Never Let me Go 
Maya Angelou – I know why the caged bird sings 
Toni Morrison – Beloved 
Khaled Hosseini – The Kite Runner 
Monica Ali – Brick Lane 
Zadie Smith – White Teeth 
Lisa McInerney – The Glorious Heresies 
Haruku Murakami - Norwegian Wood 
 

 
 

b) a book from a genre you wouldn’t normally choose 
 

How to find your new read:  

 Ask friends / family 

 Follow writers, book clubs and book podcasts on Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter 

 Read book reviews 

 Look at lists of 100 best books, for example 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/the-100-best-
novels  
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/21/best-books-
of-the-21st-century 

 Read a book in translation 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/fiction-in-translation 
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Websites  
www.universalteacher.org.uk 
This website contains a short history of English Literature from the Middle Ages 
to the 21st century.  More importantly it has guidance on how to read, engage 
and discuss a wide range of texts. 
www.novelguide.com 
A detailed discussion of a range of old and new texts. 
www.bibliomania.com  
You need to register for this one but there doesn’t appear to be a charge; it 
includes some useful study guides, guidance for further reading and critical 
notes. 
www.shakespearehelp.com 
A really detailed exploration of almost everything you ever wanted to know 
about Shakespeare. 
www.Englishbiz.co.uk 
This is really geared up to pre-A level learners and is useful to get you thinking 
about writing critical essays. 
www.litcharts.com and www.sparknotes.com 
Both of these sites are useful study guides for a wide range of texts.  You have 
probably used them before for GCSE but will find they are a useful starting point 
for A level study. 
http://www.luminarium.org/ 
This is a great Anthology of English Literature, especially useful for looking at 
older texts from the Medieval Period to the 18th century. 
https://www.bl.uk/ 
The British Library is a fantastic resource – one of my favourites.  You could look 
at some original manuscripts on line, explore literary timelines, read contextual 
information about writers and also follow references to other sites to explore 
particular authors in more detail. 
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/ and https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/ 
This is a must visit if you are interested in poetry as a writer yourself or exploring 
contemporary poetry of all styles. 
http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk/ 
Hopefully some of you have seen some of the NT live productions that have been 
televised over the last weeks.  Not only can you watch some productions but 
there is also a wealth of material exploring performances and talk outs.   
https://www.rsc.org.uk/ 
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