
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

History 
(Modern) 
Your teachers for this year will be 
Cathy Austin 
(catherine.austin@abbeygatesfc.ac
.uk ) and Emily Fishpool 
(emily.fishpool@abbeygate.sfc.ac.u
k). We have put together some 
course information and tasks for 
you to complete over the summer 
holidays before the beginning of 
term. This will help us see that you 
are committed, have independent 
learning skills and are raring to go. 
You can also be confident that you 
are starting the course with a good 
foundation of knowledge on which 
to build. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What we study 
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in History (9HI0) – 
the specification can be found here 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%
20Level/History/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%2
0assessments/9781446914366_GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf 
Unit 1E: Russia, 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin (30% of 
the A-level – 2hr 15 min. exam) pp. 48-9 
Unit 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76 (20% of the A-level – 1hr 
30 min. exam) pp. 50-1 
Unit 3: 35.2 The British experience of warfare, c1790–
1918 (30% of the A-level – 2hr 15 min. exam) pp. 94-5 
Unit 4: Coursework (20% of the A-level - own choice of 
topic) 
You will need to buy this book ready for Year 12: 
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/history/produ

cts/16-18/history-for-edexcel-a-level-communist-states-in-
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Summer work 
Please complete all tasks below and bring with you to your first lesson. Please use any of 
the listed resources below to help you but also any other resources of your choice. We will 
be starting the Russia course first therefore the tasks below reflect this. 
 
1. Create a timeline of Russian history starting in 1900 to the present day. Include key 
events and people but also changes that occur. Colour code the timeline for social, 
economic, political, cultural and religious elements. Add to this a range of images of the 
period, from people to places, events to buildings. These with your notes will give you have 
a visual reference of all the things we explore in the course. 
2. Who was the most significant individual in Russian history? Research the ‘greats’ who 
shaped Russia, from Genghis Khan to Vladimir Putin. Consider who was the most 
significant and why. You could make top trump cards to help you decide who was the most 
significant and why. 
3. Why does the course start in 1917 and end in 1991? Research and make notes on what 
happened at these two time periods and how these two time periods were viewed by 
other countries? This is will be used in a piece of writing at the start of term. 
4. Read one of the suggested works below (please do not buy any) or view a podcast, or 
read an article from the websites and write a review including any 
questions/ideas/thoughts about Russia that interest you. Make sure you look up ideas, 
concepts and words which you are unsure of. 

 

 

 

  

       

    

 
Websites: 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Websites  
https://www.historyextra.com/ 

https://www.history.com/topics/russia/russia-timeline 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17840446 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia 

https://spartacus-educational.com/Russia.htm 

 

 

Music 
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/latest/best-russian-classical-

music/ 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/russias-musical-journeys-

soviet-rule-music-history-piano/ 

 
Films  
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls068178961/ 

  
 

 Podcasts  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04lwmh0?page=1 

https://www.historyextra.com/ 

 
Museums  
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-

modern/display/russian-revolutionary-posters  

https://www.hermitagemuseum.org 

http://www.saint-petersburg.com/ 
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