
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Law 
Hello!  
Well done for making it through this last 
term; it has been a difficult year for all. 
We are really looking forward to 
welcoming you to Abbeygate in 
September. To help prepare you for the 
transition we have put together some 
activities for you to complete over the 
summer period so that you are A-level 
ready and raring to go for the Autumn 
term!  
We have included lots of useful resources 
to support you in the completion of these 
tasks which are designed to foster an 
initial foundation of knowledge upon 
which you will build.  
 
You need to complete each of these tasks.  
Please bring your work with you in 
September as you will be referencing this 
material at the start of your year 12 
course.  
All the best for a relaxing summer break, 
The Law Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we study 
Type of course: 2-year linear (final exams in Yr 13) course with 
internal AS style exams/mocks in the spring/summer of Year 12.  
There is no coursework component.   
 
Exam board: OCR H418  
 
Link to specification: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-
and-a-level/law-h018-h418-from-2020/specification-at-a-
glance/ 
 
Content of exams: 

 Paper 1 Legal System and Criminal Law, 100 marks, 2-
hour paper 33.3% of A-Level 

 Paper 2 Law-Making and Law of Tort, 100 marks, 2-
hour paper 33.3% of A-Level 

 Paper 3 Nature of Law and Human Rights, 100 marks, 
2-hour paper 33.3% of A-Level 

 

  



 

 

  
 
 
 

Summer work 
Start a log in a notebook (a real, physical one, not a digital 
one).  
 
You should keep a track of all your summer work here. Some 
of the tasks will require you to write in more detail or 
undertake research and you should complete those tasks 
and keep them in a folder ready to submit in the autumn 
together with the log.  
 
Write the date and a brief summary of what you complete 
that day. This should show that you’re not leaving 
everything for the last minute.  
 
We need to see that throughout your summer you are doing 
a range of different activities to improve your awareness of 
law and legal issues.  
 
You will submit your log book at the start of term and we 
will continue to use it throughout the year to record your 
exploration into legal issues and current affairs.  
 
Some of those activities are asking you to research, some 
will be asking you to read and some will ask you to create. 
Completion of these tasks will mean you will have a good 
grounding for the work you will be doing within the course.  
 
Your engagement with the tasks will also show that you 
have begun to show the skills of independent learning which 
are so essential to success in A Level studies.  
 

You will need:  
 Hardback notebook (A5 ideally) 
 A4 lever arch file (big and tall)  
 A4 ring binder  
 Pad of A4 loose leaf paper (not spiral bound or in a notebook) 
 Set of at least 10 dividers 
 Textbook: https://bit.ly/alevellawtextbook 

Price, Wortley and Briggs, ‘OCR A-Level Law’, Hodder 2021 
This edition is available to pre-order on Amazon and will be available from 27th 
August 2021 
Please do not obtain any earlier versions of this textbook 
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Tasks:   
 
1. Choose any news story linked to the topic of law. This could be a case that 
is being heard in the English courts, a piece of legislation being debated in 
Parliament or even a campaign to change the law in a certain area. Consider 
the following issues and write a report to include:   

 Key facts   

 Why is it of particular interest to you?   

 Why do you think it has made the news?   

 What is the impact of your news item on society and on the individuals 
involved 

 Explain and justify your opinion on the issue.   
  
2. Read the definition of the offence of Assault Occasioning Actual Bodily 
Harm (ABH) and answer these questions.  You may need to undertake some 
research of your own to be able to answer the question fully.   
Section 47 of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1861 states that a 
person is liable for the offence of Actual Bodily Harm if they apply unlawful force 
which causes an injury that is “not trivial but not serious”. This might occur when 
you punch someone in the face (applying unlawful force) which causes them a 
black eye (an injury).   

a. What does it mean to say that a “person is liable” for an offence?   
b. To be liable for this offence, the defendant must “apply unlawful force”. 

When might you apply force to someone that is not unlawful? (One 
example might be in a football match when you accidentally knock into 
someone). Give a few other examples.  

c. The offence is called “Actual BODILY Harm” – do you think that 
infecting someone with a disease counts as Actual BODILY Harm? 
How about causing someone to have an asthma attack? Explain your 
reasoning. 

d. What do you think that the phrase “not trivial but not serious” means?  
 

 

  
3. Read the following scenario and the definition of 
ABH stated in task 2. Answer the questions that 
follow the scenario.  
 

Andy is 14 years old and is generally a very angry 
person. He asks to be excused from his Chemistry 
lesson so that he can go to the bathroom. While in 
the bathroom, he fills the hand-dryer with 
concentrated sulphuric acid which he took from his 
Chemistry lesson and leaves.  
 
Barry goes into the bathroom five minutes later, 
washes his hands and uses the hand dryer. The acid 
spews out of the hand dryer and sprays his hand. He 
suffers a minor burn, which needed hospital 
treatment and left a scar. The police investigate and 
Andy is arrested and charged with causing Actual 
Bodily Harm.   
 
Give two arguments that the prosecution could give 
to establish that Peter is liable for ABH.   
 
Give two arguments which Peter could raise in his 
defence to say that he is not liable.  
 
Bonus points of you can find out which real life case 
this scenario is based on!  
 

4. Use legal websites and your own knowledge to 
find brief definitions for these key legal terms. Make 
sure that you understand what you are writing:  
  
Claimant, Judicial Precedent, Defendant, Jury, Victim, 
Magistrate, Tort, Arbitration, Crime, Liability, Legislation, 
Appeal, Crown Prosecution Service, Causation, Judicial, 
Devolution, Delegated Legislation, Statutory Instrument, 
Parliamentary Sovereignty, Case Law 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Choose a criminal offence under English law. Research the definition 
of the offence and any key cases (make sure they are English law cases 
and not from the US or elsewhere) and prepare a report to include:  

 the definition of that offence (use the wording of the law and any legal 
terminology associated with that crime); 

 the possible sentences for that offence; 

 how any case law has interpreted the definition of the offence 
 

A good starting point would be: https://www.cps.gov.uk/  
 

6. Research the following hot topics in Law and for each one, make notes on 
why it is an important issue, what the current situation is and explain your 
views on it:  

1. Decline in availability of Legal Aid for criminal and for civil matters 
2. Closure of local courts – access to justice  
3. Role of a jury in criminal trials in the Crown Court – should they be 

used more or less in the criminal process?  
4. Impact of Covid on court proceedings: should more court cases be held 

virtually?  
5. Release of violent offenders from prison  
6. Delays in the court system: what could be done to solve the problems?  
7. Should the Human Rights Act be maintained, reformed or abolished?  
8. Should the right to Judicial Review be restricted? (Judicial Review is 

the process by which members of the public can hold the Government 
to account for mistakes or unfairness in legislation) 

 

Reading List  
(You do not have to purchase these books but you can 
borrow them from Suffolk Libraries)  
Secret Barrister  
Letters to a Law Student: A Guide to Studying Law at 
University by N.J. McBride by N.J. McBride  
The Rule of Law by Tom Bingham   
What About Law? by Catherine Barnard et al   
Eve Was Framed by Helena Kennedy   
 
 
Website and Social Media  
Secret Barrister  
https://thestudentlawyer.com/   -The site is written by law 
students or practising professionals and is intended for law 
students of all levels  
https://www.newlawjournal.co.uk/     
https://charonqc.wordpress.com/ 
http://obiterj.blogspot.com/   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006tgy1 - Law in Action  
Search for and follow UK law accounts on Instagram or other 
social media 
   
A good Law student will have a broad awareness of current 
affairs (in particular relating to legal issues). For this reason, 
reading a good quality British newspaper or news 
website everyday is very helpful. Many newspapers such as 
The Guardian, The Times and The Telegraph have specific 
sections for legal news.   
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