
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music  
My name is Hayley and I run the A 
Level Music course here at Abbeygate.  
I’m so pleased that you’re interested in 
coming to study Music with us. Here is 
some information on the course we 
follow and some tasks and activities 
you can undertake to prepare yourself 
for studying Music at A Level.  If you 
have any questions about the 
information or tasks detailed below, 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
via email: 
hayley.robinson@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk 
 

What we study 
We follow the Pearson Edexcel specification.  If 
you would like to take a look at the full 
specification here’s a link to their website 
(scroll down and make sure you clink on A Level 
rather than AS): 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifica
tions/edexcel-a-levels/music-2016.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you arrive in September you will be given a copy of 
our course handbook, containing information and support 
to help you get the most out of your studies.  In the 
meantime, here’s a brief overview of what you will study 
on the course: 

 Component 1: Performing 30% 
 Through solo performance opportunities in 

and out of college, we will prepare you to 
perform an eight-minute recital of two or 
more pieces in contrasting styles 
(accompanied or unaccompanied). This will 
be recorded in college in March of year 13, 
and submitted to the exam board for 
external assessment.   

 Component 2: Composing 30% 
 Throughout year 12 you will complete a 

series of one-minute composition tasks in a 
variety of styles.  In year 13, we focus on 
completing a four-minute piece in a style of 
your choice for external assessment.  
Alongside this, you will learn how to 
harmonise a melody in the style of J.S. Bach 
and complete a harmonisation task under 
controlled conditions, also for external 
assessment.   
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 Component 3: Appraising 40% 
 Through the study of thirteen set works you will develop your listening 

and analysis skills, using subject specific terminology to describe musical 
techniques, and making historical and contextual links between these 
pieces and others composed in similar genres. 

 Here is a link to the full list of set works, note that several are broken 
down into different movements / sections: Edexcel A level Music Set 
Works - playlist by giorgiaodonoghue.001 | Spotify 

 

 
3. Compose a piece of music of at least 30 seconds based on 
one of the following musical ideas: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

You can notate and/or record your work in any 
format you choose.  There are some links below 
detailing free trials of production and notation 
software, you could write it out by hand, or record it 
using your phone.  
 

4. Create an analysis of your favourite piece of music / 
song.  This can be in any style, but should not be 
taken from any GCSE/BTEC set works lists.  Use as 
much specific musical vocabulary as you can, and 
also give your own personal opinions on why you 
have chosen this piece and why you believe it to be 
a successful piece of music.  This analysis could take 
any form you wish: presentation, podcast, 
annotated score, video, essay. 
 

Summer work 
1. Prepare a piece to perform at our first Performance Platform workshop in 

week three of the new academic year.  You can perform unaccompanied 
or bring a backing track (any widely used file format on memory stick or a 
phone will work).  Alternatively, you can scan / photograph a piano 
accompaniment and email it to me by the start of term for live 
accompaniment.  Performance Platforms are informal and supportive 
performance situations where students are free to try out pieces they may 
consider for upcoming external performances and assessed recitals. 
 

2. Produce an ‘Artist Profile’ that describes you as a musician.  Your profile 
should be similar to an interview and/or CV, and include relevant musical 
experience alongside information on musical styles and artists that 
influence and inspire you.  Take at look at these professional examples:      

https://www.acm.ac.uk/alumni/introducing-ari-tahan/ 
https://www.classicfm.com/artists/nicola-benedetti/ 
https://www.acm.ac.uk/alumni/featured-alumni-sophiella-chappell/ 

Your profile could take any form you wish: presentation, podcast, video, 
webpage, be creative!   
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5. Work through the attached ABRSM Grade Five Music Theory Paper.  This 
would be very useful as revision if you have already taken the exam, or 
good practise if you have not and need to start practising the theory skills 
required at A Level.  See the separate section below on theory support for 
more information.    

 
 
 

Music Theory  
A Level Music students should have a solid foundation in Music Theory.  Lots of 
students choose to take an ABRSM Grade Five Music Theory exam, but there is no 
specific requirement to do so in order to study A Level Music.  However, your 
theoretical knowledge should match that of the ABRSM Grade Five Music Theory 
syllabus.  When you arrive in September we will discuss your needs in this area, 
and you may be asked to complete an additional course component in the first 
term to bring you up to speed.  Here are some resources to help you when 
completing task five: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8yI8P7Zi3yYTsypera-IQg - this is a 
really good channel run by a very experienced Music teacher, there is a 
paid option but there is loads of free content that is very useful so no need 
to subscribe fully unless you wish to 

 https://manwaringmusic.blog/ - another very experienced teacher writing 
a blog about teaching and studying Music, lots of excellent tips here 

 https://www.musictheory.net/ - excellent website for applying your 
theoretical knowledge.  Lots of free content to explore, work through the 
exercises to find out what you do and don’t know 

 https://www.mymusictheory.com/learn-music-theory/for-students/grade-
5 - a series of video lessons and examples of theoretical exercises 

 

 
 

  

 

Other Useful Links  
 Three videos from the LSO Discovery team on the 

development of musical styles in the tonal era: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WH1kAv

S_9BQ 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ft5Z08BT

biY 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnvf0R9

ye9U 

 https://www.classicfm.com/  - composer profiles, 
analyses of musical works and music theory quizzes 

 https://www.apple.com/uk/logic-pro/ - free trial of 
Logic Pro X available for 90 days (Mac users only) 

 https://musescore.org/en - free notation software, 
comparable to Sibelius  
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