
 

 

Philosophy & 
Ethics  
Hello, my name is Claire and I will be your 
Philosophy & Ethics A Level teacher at 
Abbeygate Sixth Form College. I have put 
together some activities, readings, 
websites, podcasts and articles to read. 
The section on the Problem of Evil is 
compulsory as this will help to prepare 
you for your induction in September. I 
will collect in the work that you complete 
for this in the first week of College. 
Other activities are not mandatory, but 
completing some of these will help you to 
prepare for life in Sixth Form. Please bring 
any work that you complete to the start of 
the academic year, as it will help us to see 
that you are A-level ready and raring to go. 
Completing some of these tasks will also 
mean that you can rest assured that you 
are in a good position to start this course 
because you have a good foundation of 
knowledge on which to build. 
 

 

What we study 
AQA A-Level Religious Studies (7062) – the 
specification can be found here: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-
studies/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-7062  
 
Component 1: Philosophy of religion and 
ethics (3 hr written exam worth 50% of the A-
Level):  
Section A – Philosophy of religion; two 
compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 
marks and 15 marks.  
Section B – Ethics and religion; two compulsory 
two-part questions, each worth 10 marks and 
15 marks. 
 
Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues 
(3 hr written exam worth 50% of the A-Level): 
Section A – Study of religion (Christianity); two 
compulsory two-part questions, each worth 10 
marks and 15 marks. 
Section B – The dialogue between philosophy 
of religion and religion (Christianity); one 
unstructured synoptic question from a choice 
of two (25 marks). 
Section C – The dialogue between ethical 
studies and religion (Christianity); one 
unstructured synoptic question from a choice 
of two (25 marks). 
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 Optional tasks to prepare you for A-level Philosophy & 
Ethics: 

1. Put together fact-files (approx. 1-2 sides each) about 

the following thinkers / philosophers: Aristotle, 

Thomas Aquinas, Jeremey Bentham, Immanuel Kant, 

David Hume, Joseph Fletcher. What can you find out 

about their contributions to debates about morality 

/ ethics? 

2. Collect or bookmark articles dealing with ethical 

issues that crop up over the summer; look out for 

topics such as abortion, assisted suicide, genetic 

engineering and capital punishment, the use of 

animals in intensive farming, medical research, 

blood sports, and cloning. 

3. http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/  - pick 3 

or 4 of these and make a note of how you get on 

with the experiments. 

4. Get to know some of the philosophers you will meet 

during your A level course: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr. 

Particularly look at the following podcasts: Kant, 

Plato, Nietzsche, Utilitarianism, Free Will, Bertrand 

Russell and anything else that interests you. Make 

notes on the podcasts that you listen to and mind-

map the main ideas being explored and your 

thoughts on them. Alternatively, you may prefer the 

podcasts on https://thepanpsycast.com/home  

5. Write a review of one of the books from the reading 

list (below), outlining which were the most useful 

sections and whether you enjoyed the book and 

why or why not. List any key terms from the text in a 

vocabulary list, researching their meanings (if not 

clear from the text) and recording these. 

 

 

Summer work 
Compulsory Problem of Evil tasks: 

1. Watch the following documentary called ‘Why does evil exist?’ (presented by 

Morgan Freeman) and make a note of the religious beliefs surrounding why 

evil exists in our world: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvjw8NpvUGs  

2. Listen to the Panpsycast podcast on the Problem of Evil (part 1) and make a 

note of some key ideas that you have learnt: 

https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2017/1/6/episode-10-the-problem-

of-evil-part-i - if you enjoyed it, there is also a part 2 and 3 which are optional! 

3. Watch the recorded webinar from Chester University and make notes on 

some of the key ideas in the lecture: 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7155624/video/425787253  

4. Use everything you have learnt so far on the Problem of Evil to write 500 

words which responds to the question: What is evil and why does it exist?  
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Reading and Research Links 
You are not expected to purchase any books – but if I were buying a book second 
hand from each category, I’ve put in bold the one I’d find most useful) 
Brief Introductory Reading:  
Blackburn, S. Think, 
Craig, E. Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction  
Law, S. The Philosophy Gym: 25 Short Adventures in Thinking 
Nagel, T. What Does It All Mean? 
Warburton, N. Philosophy: The Basics 
Philosophy:  
Davies, B. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion  
Buxton, R. & Whiting, L. The Philosopher Queens – useful for our DIL work 
Magee, B. The Story of Philosophy 
Gaarder, J. Sophie’s World 
Annas, J. An Introduction to Plato’s Republic 
Ethics:  
Vardy, P. The Puzzle of Ethics  
Norman, R. The Moral Philosophers  
Singer, P. Animal Liberation 
Dunn, M. & Hope, T. Medical Ethics: A Very Short Introduction 
Religious Thought:  
Dawkins, R. The God Delusion 
McGrath, A. Christianity: An Introduction 
McGrath, A. The Dawkins Delusion 
Hitchens, C. God is Not Gre 

  

Podcasts / YouTube / TED talks:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11   
You could note down the key points of an argument and / or 
create a flow chart of the main points of discussion. 
https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category 
Pick a selection from the Ethics and Philosophy of Religion 
sections.  
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Ethics+cra
sh+course  
Useful crash course videos on key aspects of ethics. 
https://www.ted.com/topics/morality 
Look out for talks by Daniel Dennett and Peter Singer in 
particular. 
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Beyond_Right_and_W
rong    
Choose from a range of podcasts related to ethics. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b099ypqf  
Listen and consider, how should we help people who are 
dying? 
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts/Free_Will_and_the_Br
ain  
To what extent can we exercise free will? 
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/playlist
s  
Good for background knowledge on Christianity and the 
Bible (especially if you have not studied the GCSE Philosophy 
& Ethics). 
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Films / Documentaries / TV: 
iPlayer:  
Young, Welsh and Pretty Religious – Episodes 1&2 
particularly relevant  
The Big Questions with Nicky Campbell – ethical debates  
Sacred Wonders – spectacular documentary 
Louis Theroux’s Choosing Death – about euthanasia and 
assisted dying 
Louis Theroux’s America’s Most Hated Family – about the 
hateful Westboro Baptist Church  
 
Netflix (only if you already have it!): 
The Story of God with Morgan Freeman (3 seasons)  
The Good Place – funny as well as ethical! 
Surviving Death series (especially episodes on reincarnation 
and near death experiences) 
Cowspiracy 
My Octopus Friend 
 
Films: 
My Sister’s Keeper (good for saviour siblings) 
Million Dollar Baby (related to assisted suicide) 
Eye in the Sky (moral dilemma concerning the use of drones) 
Transcendence (links to Self, Death and the Afterlife) 
Adjustment Bureau (links to Free Will and Moral 
Responsibility) 
Spotlight (links to authority of the Catholic Church) 
The Island (links to cloning and medical ethics) 
Exodus: Gods and Kings (links to biblical miracles) 
The Matrix (links to Plato’s theory of the Forms) 
Hacksaw Ridge (links to pacifism and just war) 



 

 

 

 

 


