
 

 

Photography 
Hello!  
Well done for making it through this 
last term; it has been a difficult year 
for all. We are really looking forward 
to welcoming you to Abbeygate in 
September. To help prepare you for 
the transition we have put together 
some activities for you to complete 
over the summer period so that you 
are A-level ready and raring to go for 
the Autumn term! We have included 
lots of useful resources to support you 
in the completion of these tasks which 
are designed to foster an initial 
foundation of knowledge on which 
you will build. Please bring your work 
with you in September as you will be 
referencing this material at the start 
of your year 12 course. All the best for 
a relaxing summer break, 
The Visual Arts Team 

 

 

 

 

 

What we study 
AQA A Level in Photography – the specification can be 
found here: - 
 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-
design/specifications/AQA-ART-SP-2015.PDF 
Component 1: Portfolio Unit – skills-based exploration 
(20% of A-Level) 
 
Component 2: Portfolio Unit - thematic exploration (20% 
of A-Level) 
 
Component 3: Personal investigation – thematic and 
contextual exploration (20% of A-Level) 
Component 4: ESA - Externally Set Assignment (40% of A-
level) 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-SP-2015.PDF


 

 

 

  
Be creative in the presentation of your work; you can work 
electronically or by hand. You could design a book, a pull-out 
timeline, a power point, an audio-visual response, a physical 
structure or an installation (that you photograph). Be 
inventive, make it visual and appropriate to intentions. 

 
2 Produce a formal critical analysis on the work of a 

Photographer who particularly inspires you. 
 Include both written and visual responses. 

 Your written analysis should include… a 
brief biographical context and refer to 
materials, techniques and processes as well 
as the visual language the photographer has 
used. 

  Ensure that you give your own views and 
opinions about the art work, explaining why 
you like it, how you think it has been 
produced and what it could be about.  

 In your visual response aim to… reproduce 
(copy) the photograph you are analysing as 
closely as you can, considering style, scale, 
lighting, colour, props, camera settings and 
other visual elements. 

  You may present this work electronically or 
by hand; consider appropriate and creative 
ways to present this analysis. Remember to 
include a title and the photographers name 
and include visuals of the photograph you 
are referring to. All images should be clearly 
labelled with title, date, media. 

 

 

Summer work 
 
1. Create a History of Photography Visual timeline, which briefly outlines 

the inventors and photographers, works and events that make up major 
periods, showing how it has evolved to present day. Include visuals to 
support your findings. Explore examples from as many different Genres as 
you can from the list below. 
Include details on processes and techniques, equipment and materials, 
and photographers that have worked within these areas. 
- Portraiture 
- landscape (working from the urban/rural/coastal environment) 
- Still life (working from objects within and around the home, or 
from the natural environment) 
-             Fashion 
-             Narrative (telling a story) 
-             Documentary 
-             Advertising/Product 
-             Sports 
-             Abstract 
-             Fine Art 
-             Architectural 

 



 

 

3 Check out an art/photography exhibition. It may not be possible to visit a 
gallery/museum in person, but you can still be inspired and educated by 
the arts from the safety and comfort of your own home! The link below 
will direct you to a range of galleries and museums that are offering online 
tours and exhibition access. Collections include the British Museum in 
London, the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, and the Guggenheim in 
New York City. https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-
galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours 
Document your experience informally; include personal notes and 
sketches in a sketchbook, workbook or diary. Include: 

- Gallery/Museum details. 
- Exhibitions/exhibits you explored, and your thoughts and opinions 

on the work 
- Comparisons between different exhibits or photographers’ work 
- An informal analysis (note form) of your favourite piece(s), and 

how this / these could inform future practical work. 
- Any tickets, postcards, other ephemera you may have collected 

during your visit in person 

  

Websites 
 
https://www.featureshoot.com/ 
https://www.boston.com/bigpicture/ 
https://www.aint-bad.com/ 
https://www.theyshootfilm.com/ 
https://www.theyshootfilm.com/ 
http://onebigphoto.com/ 
https://www.behance.net/galleries/photography  
https://1x.com/ 
https://coolhunting.com/ 
https://www.magnumphotos.com/ 
https://iconicimages.net/ 
https://www.widewalls.ch/magazine/ 
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Reading and Research Links 
https://www.photoblog.com/ 
https://500px.com/editors 
https://petapixel.com/ 
https://www.framedestination.com/blog 
https://www.creativelive.com/blog/category/topics/photo-video/ 
https://iso.500px.com/ 
https://www.humansofnewyork.com/ 
https://www.thesartorialist.com/ 
https://blog.joemcnally.com/ 
https://andyjscott.tumblr.com/ 
http://www.firstlightworkshop.com/wheres-jay/ 
http://intothenightphoto.blogspot.com/ 
http://asildaphotography.com/blog 
https://joeyl.com/blog/all 
https://stephaniesinclair.com/blog/ 
https://scottkelby.com/ 
https://1x.com/blog 
https://www.featureshoot.com/ 
https://121clicks.com/ 
https://www.thephoblographer.com/ 
http://resourcemagonline.com/ 
https://www.thephotoargus.com/inspiration/ 
https://blog.depositphotos.com/ 
https://loadedlandscapes.com/blog 
https://thefashioncamera.com/ 
https://natgeofound.tumblr.com/ 
https://reportagebygettyimages.tumblr.com/ 
http://www.womeninphotography.info/ 
https://bobkrist.com/ 
https://www.jeremycowart.com/photos 
http://www.chasejarvis.com/blog/ 
https://photofocus.com/ 
https://hockleyphoto.com/#blog  
 
 
 
 
 

 Galleries and museums  
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/ London 
https://www.impressions-gallery.com/ Bradford 
https://openeye.org.uk/ Liverpool 
https://www.belfastexposed.org/  Belfast 
http://www.tjboulting.com/home London 
https://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/ London 
https://huxleyparlour.com/ London 
https://www.martinparrfoundation.org/  Bristol 
https://www.francescamaffeogallery.com/  Leigh-on-Sea 
https://www.amber-online.com/side-gallery/ Newcastle 
https://stills.org/ Edinburgh 
https://www.gettyimagesgallery.com/ London 
http://wren.london/current.html London 
https://www.foam.org/ Amsterdam 
https://huismarseille.nl/en/ Amsterdam 
https://www.fotomuseum.ch/en/  Zurich 
https://www.icp.org/ New York 
https://www.icp.org/ New York 
http://www.lianzhoufoto.com/museum.aspx China 
https://www.hamiltonsgallery.com/ London 
https://fraenkelgallery.com/ San Francisco 
https://www.threeshadows.cn/ Beijing 
https://www.yossimilo.com/ New York 
https://www.torchgallery.com/ Amsterdam 
http://fondazionesozzani.org/ Milan 
https://camerawork.de/en/ Berlin 
https://www.jacksonfineart.com/ Atlanta 
https://www.benrubigallery.com/ New York 
http://www.atlasgallery.com/ London 
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Videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJdwiT2StMQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHeVBYhCq7w 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAzhV6tvA3c&list=PLT6cZ7ZOJtoPwugkh8hXW
QKHsTcLVRPB5 collection of photography art documentaries 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s-00KFd23A street photography 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvt1ImIKi0U Ansel Adams 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SueN2iDeED0 Henri Cartier-Besson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2lbAN-_0A0 Annie Leibovitz 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9kUljPTpss&list=PLC_tuIe6K-
5Ip4bDCbXd_yjuxIf2fbBGr&index=3&t=0s Mario Testino 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC_tuIe6K-5Ip4bDCbXd_yjuxIf2fbBGr 
collection of photography documentaries 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivz1PGO_1JE fashion photographer Tim Walker 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xskniu25N2c  Nicolas Teetelli 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDB3nhEw-qA Mary Ellen Mark 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=am8Kj4dcZuI David Hurn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6j8QVfNwZf8 TED talk what makes 
photography art? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvTnV3ac8gU TED talk what makes 
photography influential 
https://www.ted.com/talks?sort=relevance&q=photography great collection of talks 
on photography 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhZy45q8QMg 
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