
 

Early Modern 
History 



 

 
Welcome 
You will be taught by Dr Emily Fishpool (Emily.fishpool@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk) and/or Mrs 
Kirsty Donaldson. We look forward to welcoming you to our department and sharing our 
love of Late Medieval and Tudor History. 
 
What we Study 
Our A-Level is the Ed Excel exam board. We take Route B: Religion and the state in early 
modern Europe. Its official name is ‘Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in History (9HI0)’ 
– the specification can be found here (see pages below) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specificatio
n%20and %20sample%20assessments/9781446914366_GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf  
Your course will cover the following: 
Paper 1, Option 1B: England, 1509–1603: authority, nation and religion, (30%)(2hr 15 min. 
exam)  
Paper 2, Option 2B.1: Luther and the German Reformation, c1515–55, (20%) (1hr 30 min. 
exam)  
Paper 3: Option 30: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 1399-1509. (30% ) (2hr 15 min. 
exam) 
Paper 4: Coursework (20% of the A-level - own choice of topic) 
 
What you will need: 
As we start with Paper 3 in September, you will need to buy THIS book for Year 12  

 
Edexcel A Level History, Paper 3: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII 1399-1509 Student 
Book + ActiveBook (Edexcel GCE History 2015): Amazon.co.uk: Carrel, Helen: 
9781447985396: Books 
You might also choose to buy this book, which would be very helpful to you.  

 
Access to History: Lancastrians, Yorkists and the Wars of the Roses, 1399–1509, Third 
Edition: Hodder Education  

 
 

Should you need Financial Information please click here or head to our website: www.abbeygatesfc.ac.uk 
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/9781446914366_GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf
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These tasks have been set to help you prepare for you A-levels. They should be completed 
over the summer holidays and handed in to the teacher in the first lesson of term. This will 
help us see that you are committed, have independent learning skills and are raring to go. 
You can also be confident that you are starting the course with a good foundation of 
knowledge on which to build. Please complete all tasks below and bring with you to your 
first lesson. You can use any resources but below are listed some to help you get started.  

1. Create a timeline of English history starting in 1327 to 1509. Include key people, 
events and wars. Note any major changes that occurred or periods of particular 
turmoil. Colour code the timeline for each of the different monarch’s rule, noting the 
different royal families in power; Plantagenets, Lancastrians, Yorkists and Tudors. Add 
to this a range of images of the period, from people to places, events to buildings. This 
will give you an invaluable visual reference of all the things we explore in the course 
and introduce you to some of the key people and events we will be studying in more 
depth.  

2. Read/ watch or listen to, at least one of the suggested works below (if it is a book you 
can choose a chapter). Write a short review of what you have read/watched/ listened 
to, including any questions/ideas/thoughts about things that have interested you or 
you want to find out more about. Make a vocabulary list of words and concepts you 
are unsure of, you may wish to look up the meaning of these and make a note of what 
you have found.  

3. What makes a successful or failing monarch? Choose one English King from 1327-1509 
to research. Find out what they achieved and what difficulties they faced. How did 
they see themselves? Consider if overall, they were perceived as a success or failure? 
Why? On what were they being judged? Write up your finding in a paragraph.  

4. Choose a person from this list to research. Consider what makes them significant? 
How would you argue that this person was significant? What would you base your 
judgement on? Alice Perrers, Margaret of Anjou, Eleanor Cobham, Joan of Arc, 
Catherine Valois, Elizabeth Woodville, Margaret Beaufort, Elizabeth of York. 

  



 

 

Reading: 

      

Documentaries: 

Wars of the Roses with Lucy Worsley, (BBC)  
British History's Biggest Fibs w/ Lucy Worsley - The Wars of the Roses - British Royal Documentary - 
YouTube    
 
Lucy Worsley Investigates - Princes in the Tower (BBC) 
BBC Two - Lucy Worsley Investigates, Series 1, Princes in the Tower  

Finding the missing skeleton of Richard III 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8QDa1zuUd4 
 
David Starkey, Monarchy series (BBC) 
Monarchy with David Starkey Ep.5 A United Kingdom - Bing video 
Monarchy with David Starkey Ep.6 Death of a Dynasty - Bing video  
 
Architects of the Divine by Dr Ranina Ramirez  (Youtube)  
3/4 Architects of the Divine: The First Gothic Age - YouTube 
 
Dan Jones – Britain’s Bloodiest Crown (any of these but Henry VI is a good one) 
Henry VI: Was This England's Worst Ever Ruler? | Britain's Bloody Crown | Timeline - YouTube 

Podcasts:  

BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, Agincourt  
BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, The Wars of the Roses  
BBC Radio 4 - Great Lives, Series 35, Philippa Langley on Richard III  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgFTTvPyq6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgFTTvPyq6M
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0bvhk4q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8QDa1zuUd4
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=monarchy+%27a+united+kingdom+%27+starkey+&&view=detail&mid=9CB46111B6E97F036CFE9CB46111B6E97F036CFE&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmonarchy%2520%2527a%2520united%2520kingdom%2520%2527%2520starkey%2520%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dmonarchy%2520%2527a%2520united%2520kingdom%2520%2527%2520starkey%2520%26sc%3D0-37%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DB8B72D6918DB4AC493B77CFF88C597DD
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=monarchy+%27death+of+a+dynasty+%27+starkey+&&view=detail&mid=809C4C817488E59C4146809C4C817488E59C4146&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmonarchy%2520%2527death%2520of%2520a%2520dynasty%2520%2527%2520starkey%2520%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dmonarchy%2520%2527death%2520of%2520a%2520dynasty%2520%2527%2520starkey%2520%26sc%3D0-39%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D84DDFD8979824ED8B190060609E275B6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-Oz3wjdoGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SB_OThWd-eA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004y25q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546sp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04wv045


 

 

Articles: 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/prince-arthur-catherine-katherine-aragon-king-henry-
viii-marriage-death-brother/ 

www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/wars-of-the-roses-york-lancaster-henry-tudor-vi-who-what-
when-facts-how-long/  

www.schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-history/wars-of-the-roses/ 

www.history.com/topics/british-history/henry-v-england www.history.com/topics/british-
history/wars-of-the-roses 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages  BBC - History - British History in depth: The Myth 
of Henry V  

www.southampton.ac.uk/news/2016/05/the-truth-about-agincourt  The truth about Agincourt | 
University of Southampton 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/prince-arthur-catherine-katherine-aragon-king-henry-viii-marriage-death-brother/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/prince-arthur-catherine-katherine-aragon-king-henry-viii-marriage-death-brother/
http://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/wars-of-the-roses-york-lancaster-henry-tudor-vi-who-what-when-facts-how-long/
http://www.historyextra.com/period/medieval/wars-of-the-roses-york-lancaster-henry-tudor-vi-who-what-when-facts-how-long/
http://www.schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-history/wars-of-the-roses/
http://www.history.com/topics/british-history/henry-v-england
http://www.history.com/topics/british-history/wars-of-the-roses
http://www.history.com/topics/british-history/wars-of-the-roses
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/henry_v_01.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/henry_v_01.shtml
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/news/2016/05/the-truth-about-agincourt

