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Language 



 

 

Welcome 
Your teacher for this year will be Natalie Punchard 
(Natalie.punchard@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk)  
We have put together some course information and tasks for you to complete 
over the summer holidays before the beginning of term.  
 
What we study: 
AQA A level English Language – the specification can be found here: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-
7701-7702 
 
Subject content:  

Textual variations and representations 
Children’s language development 
Language diversity and change 
Language discourses 
 Writing skills 
 Language Investigation 
 Original writing 

 
What you will need: 

• Textbook – AQA English Language – D. Clayton (ISBN 978-0198334002)  
• Ring binder / dividers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Should you need Financial Information please click here or head to our website: www.abbeygatesfc.ac.uk 
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/subject-content-a-level/language,-the-individual-and-society#Textual_Variations_and_Representations__1_1_1
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There are 5 tasks to complete. You will find a detailed task sheet for each task 
in this booklet.  

1. Leap into Language – Language Profile 

2. A Language Diary 

3. Do we need new words? 

4. Key Events in Language History: Timeline of English 

5. The future of English 
 

Complete these 5 tasks and bring them with you to enrolment/first few weeks 
of lessons. The tasks will help us see that you are A-level ready and raring to 
go. They will also be used in our first lessons of the course. You can also rest 
assured that you are in a good position to start this course because you will 
have completed the transition work and will have a good foundation of 
knowledge on which to build. Materials have been adapted from the English 
and Media Centre Pack ‘Leaping into Language: moving from GCSE to A Level 
Language study. 

At the end of this pack, you will also find a reading list. This is not a set list of 
texts you have to read. It serves as a starting point for your own wider reading. 
We will talk to you about textbooks you will need when you start the course in 
September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1. Leap into Language – Language Profile 
 

One of the most interesting aspects of studying language is that you learn 
more about your own language use, so let’s make this first task all about you… 
Create a ‘language profile’ of yourself by answering the following questions 
and then writing them up as a set of bullet points that highlight what you 
think are the most interesting and important aspects of the language you 
use: 
 

1. What’s your earliest language memory? Can you remember a nursery 
rhyme, song or picture book from when you were very little? 

2. Have your family or extended family kept any records – video, audio, 
family memories – of any of your earliest words? 

3. Have you kept any old school books from when you were learning to 
read and write? 

4. Where were you born and where in the UK, or the wider world, are your 
family from? Go back a few generations if you like and think about any 
other languages that your family members might speak, or other places 
your family members might have lived. 

5. Are there any words or expressions only you or your family use, which 
others don’t really understand? 

6. Do you or your friends at school use language in any ways that you 
notice as being different from other people around you? These could be 
other people in your year, your teachers, your family, whoever. 

7. Do you listen to or watch anyone on TV, online or in films or music 
videos who uses language in a way that interests or annoys you? 

8. Do you ever look at or hear someone else using language in a way that 
you find is totally new or strange to you? 

9. Have your teachers or family ever talked to you about the way you 
speak? 

 
One of the most useful resources for language on this course is you. Language 
is made up of so much more than the words we see printed on a page, so 
when you are thinking about language, come back to these ideas here to keep 
the range wide. We are often told there is a right way and a wrong way to use 
language, but the more you study about language, the more you’ll realise that 
it’s more complicated and interesting than that. 



 

 

And you’ll also start to build up a bigger picture of the different influences on 
your own language identity as this course goes on – all the factors that 
influence who you are linguistically and how you can choose to behave with 
language in different situations. 
 
2. A Language Diary 
 
While the A Level English Language course will take you to new places, it also 
builds on things you’ve studied and read before. That’s because it’s still about 
English: something you’ve been using and learning about for years. And if you 
like reading novels, plays, poems and short stories, you don’t have to leave 
them behind when you’re studying English Language A Level, because all those 
forms use language in one way or another and they can all be part of what you 
study. You can also write creatively on this course. 
Think back over the last few months to the various things you might have read, 
watched or listened to. What have been your favourites recently? For example, 
you might have enjoyed the latest series of Gogglebox, Killing Eve, an interview 
between Cardi B and Bernie Sanders, a speech by a scientist taking about 
public health, a novel about a child entering a parallel universe, a series of 
articles on a news website about conspiracy theories and fake news, a TikTok 
of a woman in the USA performing different accents, a stand-up comedy show 
on YouTube or even a clip of a man trying to chase a bat around his kitchen 
while a relative shouts ‘He’s making a mockery out of you boy’ in a strong Irish 
accent. 
Keep a language log where you reflect on what you have read, watched and 
listened to. Try to identify one or two language angles to these. Was there: 

• Something interesting about an accent being used 
• A new word or expression you heard that you hadn’t come across before 
• A paragraph of writing that you thought was particularly powerful 
• An image that you were struck by 
• A plot structure or character that interested you? 

 
One of the ways to inspire your own creativity on the course is to think about 
the things that have inspired you. At some point, you’ll be asked to produce 
your own creative writing on this course and that might be an article about a 
language issue, an opening to a short story, a review of a gig, film or 



 

 

restaurant, or even the text of a speech. The more you read, listen to and think 
about language, the more you’ll have to draw on. 
 
3. Do We Need New Words? 

 
The English language is always generating new words. New words can be 
created out of nothing (neologisms) or be formed by using other words – or 
parts of words – together in new combinations (what are called compounds 
and blends). Sometimes initials of words in a phrase might be used (acronyms 
and initialisms) and you might also see parts of words being added to the front 
or end of another word to give it a new form (prefixes and suffixes). Most A 
Level English Language courses look at how and why new words are formed, 
but there is also debate about whether we need new words and when (or 
whether) they should appear in dictionaries. 
 
1. Look at the list of some of the new words that have appeared (or suddenly 

become much more popular) in English over the last few years. 
2. Have you heard of these words before? Have you used any of them? Tick 

the relevant columns for each word. 
3. Choose two words from the list that you think are an important addition to 

the language. Try to come up with a sentence or two explaining why they 
are so important. 

4. Then choose two words from the list that you think are pointless and 
insignificant. What’s the problem with these words and why do you think 
they shouldn’t be included? Again, write a sentence or two explaining your 
thinking. 

5. Are there any other new words – or new meanings for older words – that 
you have heard about? Perhaps you could make a note of new and 
interesting uses of words over the next few months. 

6. What are your predictions for the most popular and widely-used words for 
the next 12 months? 

 
Want more? 

If you are interested in looking at the history of new words and slang terms 
that have appeared in the language, this article by one of the world’s most 
respected slang lexicographers (i.e. people who compile dictionaries of slang), 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-27405988
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-27405988
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-27405988


 

 

Jonathon Green, is a very good read: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-
27405988 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-27405988
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-27405988


 

 
 



 

 

4. Key Events in Language History 
 

One of the most interesting parts of any A Level English Language course is 
exploring how the language we use today came to be. Even now, the language 
is changing all the time and is used by people in the UK (and beyond) in many 
varied ways. From its earliest origins in the 5th Century CE, English has gone 
through many changes and reached many historic milestones. 

1. This activity asks you to create a timeline of key events in the history of 
English. You might not know some of the dates for these events – and 
that doesn’t matter at this stage – but you will still be able to start 
sequencing some of the main developments in the language. 

 
You’ll need the timeline events cards on the next page for this activity. 
You can do this activity either by writing out the events in the order you think 
they happened or by printing the sheet and cutting out the tiles to place in a 
sequence. 
If you’re writing the dates, put them in a sequence on a sheet of paper, with 
the oldest ones on the left and the most recent on the right. 
If you’re printing and cutting them out, shuffle them around and try to place 
them in the order that you think they occurred, with the oldest events on the 
left and the most recent on the right. Add tiles to your timeline one by one, 
thinking about where to place each one, before settling on your final timeline. 

2. Once you have decided on the order of events, check the answer grid 
at the end of the booklet. Reflect on these questions and complete the 
task below: 

 
How accurate was your timeline? Do any of these dates surprise you? 
Why do you think some of these dates are so significant to the history of the 
language? Choose three key events from the timeline and try to write a 
sentence or two about their significance. 
 
Want more? 
If you want to find out more about some of the key events in the history of the 
English language, have a look at the link to the British Library timeline and the 
Open University History of English in 10 Minutes. 
 
 



 

 

British Library 
English Language and Literature Timeline 
(http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html) 
 
Open University 
The History of English in 10 Minutes 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3r9bOkYW9s) 
 

http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3r9bOkYW9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3r9bOkYW9s


 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. The Future of English 
 

We hope you have found it a useful introduction to some of the things you 
could be doing on the A Level English Language course and have had a good 
chance to see what the course has to offer. Before you go, there are one or 
two final things for you to do. 
 
English is ever-changing; it doesn’t stay the same for very long, but somehow 
we still share it as a common language that can unite us (and occasionally 
divide us). What do you think might happen to English in the future? Below 
you’ll see three predictions for the future of English. Have a think about each 
one: how likely are they to happen, do you think?  
 
Write a sentence or two in response to each and then come back to your 
predictions once you are well into your course next year, or even at the very 
end, before your final exams. How have your predictions held up? Remember 
too that you are part of the future of English: it’s the speakers and writers of 
English who shape its use so you will have a part to play in how it develops, 
and this course might just have a lasting impact on you as well. 



 

 

 
Timeline answers: 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Reading List: There is no need to buy any of these. If you want to purchase 
one though, David Crystal gives an excellent overview of the whole subject. 
 
Bill Bryson:  Mother Tongue       
 “A delightful survey - though with its good humour, wealth of anecdote, and 
boyish enthusiasm, "romp" would be a better word.” (David Crystal) 
 
David Crystal:   A Little Book of Language 
“He begins scaling what he describes as "the Mount Everest of subjects", with 
how we learn language: "Babies pick it all up naturally, like breathing." … 
Crystal explores the origins of words and how they evolve. In an enlightening 
and entertaining celebration of language and linguistics, he also writes 
passionately about endangered languages. …"Language allows us to talk about 
our experience of the world in a way that no other means of communication 
can."” (PD Smith - The Guardian) 
 
Robert Lane Greene: You are what you Speak 
"An insightful, accessible examination of the way in which day-to-day speech is 
tangled in a complicated web of history, politics, race, economics and power."  
 
Deborah Tannen: You Just don’t Understand 
Tannen combines a novelist's ear for the way people speak with a rare power 
of original analysis ... fascinating (OLIVER SACKS) 
 
Julie Coleman:  The Life of Slang 
“Completely fascinating ... immensely enjoyable ... Coleman's thinking lifts this 
book above the usual semi-disposable level of writing about rude words.” 
(James McConnachie, The Sunday Times) 
 
Lynne Truss:  Eats, Shoots and Leaves 
‘I laughed, I howled, and I immediately wanted to join the militant wing of the 
Apostrophe Society. This is great stuff: genuine, heartfelt and rousing.’ Jenny 
Colgan 
 
 
 



 

 

Henry Hitchens: The Language Wars: A History of Proper English 
'It is a breath of fresh air (if that is the right cliché) to wander the byways of 
language without always being nudged to laugh at prescriptivists' foolish 
nostrums.' (Daily Telegraph) 
 
Blogs: 
http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.co.uk 
http://dialectblog.com 
http://david-crystal.blogspot.co.uk 
http://linguistics-research-digest.blogspot.co.uk 
http://geoffbarton.co.uk/student-resources.php 
http://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language 

 
Clips and Podcasts: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07z4423 - Word of Mouth 
https://tunein.com/podcasts/Arts--Culture-Podcasts/Something-Rhymes-with-
Purple-p1217023/ Susie Dent Something Rhymes with Purple 

http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.co.uk/
http://dialectblog.com/
http://david-crystal.blogspot.co.uk/
http://linguistics-research-digest.blogspot.co.uk/
http://geoffbarton.co.uk/student-resources.php
http://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07z4423
https://tunein.com/podcasts/Arts--Culture-Podcasts/Something-Rhymes-with-Purple-p1217023/
https://tunein.com/podcasts/Arts--Culture-Podcasts/Something-Rhymes-with-Purple-p1217023/
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