
 

Geography 



 

Welcome 
Your teacher for this year will be Paulus Maukonen 
(Paulus.maukonen@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk)  
We have put together some course information and tasks for you to complete 
over the summer holidays before the beginning of term.  
 
What you will need: 

• Textbook – OCR A-level Geography – M. Raw (ISBN 978-1471858703) 
• Calculator / ruler / protractor / compass 

 
 

Should you need Financial Information please click here or head to our website: www.abbeygatesfc.ac.uk 

mailto:Paulus.maukonen@abbeygatesfc.ac.uk
https://www.abbeygatesfc.ac.uk/parents/financial-support
http://www.abbeygatesfc.ac.uk/


 
Your summer work is divided into two tasks.  
 
The first task is designed to test your essay writing skills, as a large part of your 
exams will be essay-based. It looks at coastal geography, as this will be one of 
the first topics that you cover in physical geography. 
 
The second is much more hands on, focussing on how we can use field work 
techniques in human geography, as 20% of you’re A-Level Geography grade is 
based on an independent investigation that you design and complete. It is also 
to make you look at our own local environment in a different light. 
 
Task 1 Coastal Landscape Systems Essay 
Write an essay that answers the following question: 
‘To what extent are coastal landscapes the result of human activity?’ 
Below there is a suggested plan. You can decide whether or not to follow the 
plan, but at the very least we would like you to have no more than 5-6 
paragraphs of writing. The focus here is not being an expert on every part of 
coastal landscapes, it is about how well you can argue a point, how well you can 
justify your argument using some facts and knowledge and how determined you 
are to independently research a few of the parts of the essay that you might not 
know so much about. 

• Introduction – One paragraph to explain how some coastlines are entirely 
natural but many have varying degrees of human influence such as … give 
some examples that you will talk about.  

• Discussion 1 – 1-2 paragraphs to explain how geomorphic processes 
shape the coastline naturally. (geomorphic processes are natural 
processes that shape the land such as erosion, transportation and 
deposition) Try to give some named examples.  

• Discussion 2 – 1-2 paragraphs to explain how human activity influences 
coastal landscapes. You can use any examples you like but could include 
how we influence processes or landforms through management of the 
coastline, recreation and/or industry as examples.  

• Conclusion – this is the important part as this is where you answer the ‘to 
what extent’ part of the question. Sum up the evidence you have provided 
in your discussion to decide to what extent (how much) human activity 
affects coastal landscapes or not. It should be around 1 paragraph. 

 



 

 

Task 2 Human Geography Data Collection and Presentation 
Pick a high street that is easily accessible to you. Complete the following three 
field work methods and the data presentation at the end. It can be typed and 
printed, or hand written and hand-drawn. 
A. Land-use Transect 
Draw a line down the middle of a piece of paper. Take the paper and a pencil or 
pen with you to a high street near you. If this is difficult you could potentially 
use Google Streetview instead. Start at one end of the high street and walk along 
the street and looking at the buildings either side of the street.  
Give each building a code according to the table below. Use only the ground 
floor if it is mixed use (like with a bakery with flats above it, only count the 
bakery). Do this for a maximum of 25 buildings either side.  
If you can, take a few photos of the parts of the high street that stand out or 
draw a sketch of the area. 

 

Category Description 

1 Chain store 
(high order) 

Shop – part of a national or regional chain selling high order goods – 
e.g. electrical appliances, furniture, garden 

2 Chain store 
(low order) 

Shop – part of a national or regional chain selling low order goods – 
e.g. Food, clothes, books, supermarket, toiletries, newsagents, 
convenience shop 

3 
Independent 
store (high 
order) 

Shop – not part of a national or regional chain selling high order goods 

4 
Independent 
store (low 
order) 

Shop – not part of a national or regional chain selling low order goods 

5 Consumer 
services (food) Service provided at a charge (cafes, restaurants, pubs) 

6 
Consumer 
services (non-
food) 

Service provided at a charge (hairdresser, bank, cinema, dry cleaner) 

7 Public building Service provided at no charge (doctors, library, school, church 

8 Other Residential, transport, park etc. 



 

 

B. Environmental Quality Survey 
Now find the middle of the stretch of road along which you have just walked. 
Firstly look around you up and down the street and place a tick in the box which 
most accurately describes the quality of the environment you are looking at. If 
you can, taka photo or sketch the area. 
 

 High 
+2 

Generally 
fine 
+1 

Average 
0 

Generally 
poor 

-1 

Very 
poor 

-2 

 

Well designed, 
pleasing to the eye      Poorly designed or 

ugly 
Evidence of 
maintenance      Poorly maintained 

No vandalism or 
graffiti      

Extensive 
vandalism or 
graffiti 

Outside land and 
gardens well kept      No gardens or 

poorly kept. 
Few vehicles moving 
smoothly      Heavy road 

congestion 

No major traffic noise      Significant traffic 
noise 

Large open green 
spaces      No greenery visible 

No litter in the streets      Much litter and no 
attempt to clean it 

Parking easily 
available      Parking is difficult 

or on the street 

Pleasant or no smell      Unpleasant smell 

 
C. Pedestrian survey 
From the same location, set a timer for five minutes. Choose a distance from 
your fixed position (i.e. 20m each way along the road, or between two lamp 
posts or buildings). From that fixed position, tally the number of people you 
observe in each category in the table below. Active travel walking, cycling, 
scooting, etc. Motorised travel are cars, vans, trucks or motorcycles. 
 
 
 



 

 

Active travel  

Motorised vehicle travel  

Parked vehicles  

Parked bicycles  

Sitting on floor  

Sitting on bench  

Delivery  
 
D. Data presentation and analysis 

• Write down the context of your study, in other words where this place is 
and a summary of one aspect of the place that makes it famous or gives 
it its character (this could be a historical connection or a significant 
building, it could also be a negative aspect that has given the area a bad 
reputation). For this you will need a few minutes of research.  

• Draw a final copy of the high street transect, either colour or shade-coding 
the different buildings, and calculating the percentages of different land-
uses. 

• Using either a photo of a sketch of the area where you completed the 
environmental quality and pedestrian surveys, write a brief description 
underneath that includes statistics from your data (What is the overall 
environmental quality score and which parts are the best and worst? 
What is the area most used for?) 

• Annotate the picture to highlight the aspects that you feel influence how 
someone’s perception of the place either positively or negatively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lastly, a few recommendations: 
Reading 
- There is always something in the news that is relevant to geography… 
- OCR specification and the Hodder Education OCR A Level Geography 

textbook.  
- ‘National Geographic’ and ‘Geographical’ magazines  
TV programmes 
- BBC iPlayer programmes by Simon Reeve, David Attenborough and ‘Earth 

from Space’. 
- Channel 4’s ‘Wildest Weather’, and the ‘Unreported World’ and 

‘Dispatches’ series. 
- ITV’s ‘Joanna Lumley’s Hidden Caribbean’ and ‘Britain Underwater’. 
Films: 
- The Impossible (Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004). 
- Deepwater Horizon (BP oil platform spill in the Gulf of Mexico). 
- Before the Flood (what needs to be done to prevent catastrophic disruption 

to life) 
- Slumdog Millionaire (based on life in the slums of Mumbai). 
 


